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Attorney General Jeff Sessions addresses the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday in Washington. ALEX BRANDON/AP 


Sessions pleads 
hazy memory 


On Capitol Hill, AG denies he lied to Congress about Russia 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions on Tuesday dis- 


played a hazy memory of the Trump campaign’s deal- 
ings with Russians in the 2016 election, denying he 
ever lied to Congress about those contacts but blaming 
the chaos of the race for fogging his recollections. Dur- 
ing testimony to Congress, Sessions sought to explain 
away apparent contradictions in his earlier accounts 
by citing the exhausting nature of Trump’s upstart 
White House bid. After saying under oath months ago 
that he was unaware of any ties between the campaign 
and Russia, Sessions acknowledged for the first time 
that the arrest of a low-level adviser reminded him af- 
ter all of a meeting at which the aide, George Papado- 
poulos, proposed setting up a get-together between 
Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin. 1B 


Sessions testified for more than five 
hours on Tuesday. CAROLYN KASTER/AP 


Uranium deal: The Obama-era sale that 
has fueled new GOP accusations 
against Hillary Clinton. 5A 


@ USA TODAY 


Thanksgiving meal cost down this year 


Turkey averaged 89 cents a pound in this year’s survey, 


Survey: Cheaper turkey 
to keep grocery bill low 


Ryan Randazzo Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Falling turkey prices mean that cook- 
ing a traditional Thanksgiving meal this 
year will cost less than $40 in Arizona, 
down more than $6 from a year ago, ac- 
cording to the Arizona Farm Bureau. 

The bureau surveys the costs of gro- 
ceries throughout the year. The fall sur- 
vey assesses the cost to prepare a tradi- 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT SPORTS 


Arizona State guard Remy Martin (left) steals the ball 
from San Diego State forward Malik Pope on Tuesday 
night at Wells Fargo Arena in Tempe. Game coverage 
at asu.azcentral.com, 4C. ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC 


down 34 cents — or 28 percent — from a year ago. 


tional turkey dinner with common side 
dishes for 10 people. This year’s survey 
found the cost to be $39.82, or about $4 
a person. 

Turkey averaged 89 cents a pound in 
this year’s survey, down 34 cents — or 
28 percent — from a year ago. For a 16- 
pound turkey, that means saving close 
to $5.50. The U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture says turkey prices are low 
thanks to an uptick in supply this year. 


Rate could get rehearing 
after customers see bills 


Some Arizona Public Service customers say their 
bills have increased more than anticipated after a 
recent rate hike took effect. APS had projected the 
average residential bill would increase about $6 a 
month, or 4.5 percent, yet some customers report 
bills that are significantly higher. Some people are 
requesting a rehearing on the rate increase. 19A 


“We're confident that Arizona’s tur- 
key prices during this holiday season 
are quite competitive,” said Julie Mur- 
phree, the Arizona Farm Bureau’s out- 
reach director. 

The survey uses a shopping list that 
includes turkey, stuffing, sweet pota- 
toes, rolls with butter, peas, cranber- 
ries, a relish tray including carrots and 


See THANKSGIVING, Page 16A 


Stanton gets recognition 


Greg Stanton is among the top public officials in the 
country, says Governing Magazine, which praises 
the Phoenix mayor for sustainability efforts. 3A 
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Report: 
Strategy 
for wall 
lacking 


Costs, Texas land plans 
are ill-defined, Dems say 


Rafael Carranza Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


President Donald Trump’s admini- 
stration has not provided a detailed 
estimate of the cost or process for ac- 
quiring the swaths of private land in 
Texas needed to build a border wall 
there, concludes a new report com- 
missioned by Democrats on the 
House’s Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee. 

The Department of Homeland Se- 
curity and Customs and Border Pro- 
tection “officials cannot provide the 
Committee with any definitive real es- 
tate costs or requirements, cannot tell 
the Committee how many American 
citizens will have their land seized, and 
have no timeline for completing land 
acquisition efforts necessary to build 
the wall that President Trump has or- 
dered,” states the report commis- 
sioned by Missouri Sen. Claire McCas- 
kill, the committee’s ranking Demo- 
crat. 

The report echoes a USA TODAY 


See BORDER, Page 16A 


Study: Ariz. vets 
at much greater 
suicide risk than 
other U.S. vets 


Dennis Wagner Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


An Arizona State University suicide 
study found that military veterans in 
the state are nearly four times more 
likely to take their own lives than non- 
veterans, and are at much greater risk 
than reported by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

The report by the university’s Cen- 
ter for Violence Prevention and Com- 
munity Safety says veterans in Arizo- 
na committed suicide at a rate of 55 per 
100,000 last year, while non-veterans 
did so at a rate of 14 per 100,000. That 
reflects a 391 percent difference. 

Yet the VA, in its report last year, 
said U.S. veterans are just 22 percent 
more likely to commit suicide than ci- 
vilians. 

Each report included adjustments 
for age and gender differences among 
veterans. The VA had touted its study, 
based on 2014 suicide data, as the 
most exhaustive ever conducted. In- 
vestigators relied on 55 million docu- 
ments from all 50 states. 


See VETERANS, Page 16A 
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